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SUB J : AWARDS TO ARGENTINE MILITARY 

REF: 79 BUENOS AIRES 6454 

1. ^0k ENTIRE TEXT 

2. IN THE REFERENCED MESSAGE SENT LAST AUGUST. I OUT- 
LINED POLICY ESTABLISHED AT THIS PQS T FOR THE AWARD OF 
US DECORATIONS TO ARGENTINE OFFICERS. 3E CAUSE OF THE 
POSSIBILITY OF EMBARRASSMENT TO THE U SG ARISING FROM 
AWARDS TO OFFICERS WHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN GROSS 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. I REQUESTED THAT HENCEFORTH 
AWARDS FOR SERVICE IN THE US BE MADE 

PRIOR TO THE 0?F I CESS ‘DEPARTURE FROM THE US. 

3. THREE CASES HAVE NOW ARISEN OF OFFICERS WHO DE- 

PARTED THE US PRIOR TO REFTEL AND WHOSE AWARDS HAVE 
BEEN RECENTLY FORWARDED FOR P R E S E NT A T I ON. THEY ARE: 

(A) LEGION OF MERIT TO MAJOR GENERAL HIPOL ITO MARI A N I , 

AAF, AIR ATTACHE TO WASHINGTON FROM JANUARY 1978 - 

FEBRUARY 1979. 

(B) AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL TO L T. COL. BENITO 

WIERNA. AAF, INSTRUCTOR USAF ACADEMY FROM JUNE 1977 - 

JULY 19 7 9. 

IC) AIR FORCE C OMf-lE ND A T 1 0N*%)£ DAL TO L T. COL. RAUL MUJ ICA, 
AAF. INSTRUCTOR AT INTER AMERICAN AIR FORCE ACADEMY 
FOR MARCH 1977 - MARCH 1979. 

WE HAVE REVIEWED THE FILES OF ALL ELEMENTS OF THIS 
MISSION AND THE RECORD OF ASSIGNMENTS OF THESE THREE 
OFFICERS. WE CAN FIND NO INFORMATION TO SUGGEST THAT 
THEY WERE INVOLVED IN OR APPROVED ACTIONS ABUSING 
HUMAN RIGHTS. AND WE ARE SATISFIED THAT AWARDS TO THEM 
FOR SATISFACTORY SERVICE AT US SERVICE SCHOOLS OR AS 
ATTACHES SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS REWARDING HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATORS. 



4. SINCE THESE OFF1.CEPS AWARDS WERE EARNED BUT NOT 
PRESENTED BEFORE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POLICY SET 
FORTH IN REFTEL, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF EMB ARR«Sl.!ENT 
TO THE USG ARISING FROM THE AWAROS IS REMOTE, I RE- 
QUEST THE DEPARTMENT'S CONCURRENCE IN THE PRESENTATION 
OF THESE AWAROS. AN AWARC CEREMONY IS PLANNED FOR 
17 APRIL 1980 DURING VI5IT OF MAJOR GENERAL TANGUY. 
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